
Hope for a better future for our children was the prin-

ciple behind the creation of House of Mercy Chil-

drenôs Home Lagos, Nigeria (HOM), and it is the 

principle that guides our actions. 

Although we focus mainly on outreach to children 

who are living and working on the streets, on 

dumpsites or in other high-risk contexts, we also tar-

get extremely marginalised communities character-

ised by lack of education, poverty, hunger, child beg-

ging and exploitation. 

At HOM, we strive to draw attention to the plight of 

marginalised communities in Nigeria. With increased 

migration and displacement due to terrorism and 

conflict, the number of marginalised communities 

continues to increase. 

It is our fervent hope and expectation that our pro-

grammes will serve as templates for replication 

which can be used by policy makers and government 

officials to effectively address the growing trend of 

marginalised populations and ensure equity and fair-

ness in the distribution of national resources. 

We also hope that our programmes will serve as a 

catalyst to encourage others across the nation to take 

similar measures to ease the plight of those who are  

less fortunate and make our society a better and safer 

place for children. 

In 2021, despite challenges in the context of COVID-

19, we continued to focus on our five programme 

areas: Child Hunger, Child Education, Child Home-

lessness, Family Preservation and Reunification and 

Child Advocacy and Child Protection.  

Our Annual Report details the impact our work has 

had over the year 2021, outlining our achievements 

and most importantly showcasing how our support 

has helped children and families as well as celebrat-

ing our amazing Staff, Donors, Supporters and 

Friends, without whom these results could not have 

been achieved. 
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To gain further insight into our work, we invite you to visit 

our website. A PDF version of our brochure titled HOM in a 

Nutshell featuring major highlights of our work from Octo-

ber 2006 to October 2021 is also available on our website. 
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Child Feeding Programme  

Our Year in Review 

Often missed is the relationship between poverty and food insecurity. A two-way link exists between poverty and 

food insecurity, creating a vicious cycle with each fuelling the other. Food insecurity produces conditions of poverty 

by reducing the economic potential of the population and likewise, poverty reinforces hunger by increasing the risk 

of food insecurity. 

In 2020, in an attempt to tackle not only the symptoms of food insecurity but also the root causes in Nigeria and in 

Africa as a whole, we published a video featuring 76 resources by African authors, academics and experts in English, 

French and Portuguese focused on providing practical solutions to meeting the food security needs of all Africans. 

The video titled Food Security in Africa which was launched on Africa Day for Food and Nutrition Security, October 

30, 2020 is available on our YouTube channel. 

On World Food Day, October 16, 2021, a global day to increase awareness and action to alleviate hunger, we distrib-

uted food items to over 300 vulnerable children and destitute families.  

A playlist of our yearly food distribution activities on World Food Day is available on our YouTube channel. 

A playlist of our Child Feeding Programme is also available on our YouTube channel. 

A great number of children across the nation continue to suffer 

from child hunger related to household food insecurity. This 

lack of access to proper nutrition affects a child in more ways 

than one. Aside from the physical effects which include weight 

loss and weakened immune systems, hunger also causes psy-

chological and mental damage. 

Since the launch of our Child Feeding Programme (Mobile 

Kitchen) designed to alleviate the suffering caused by hunger 

and malnutrition fifteen years ago, we have provided over 

700,000 highly nutritious and life-saving meals to child beg-

gars, street children, child scavengers and other needy and vul-

nerable children; and distributed grocery items to over 10,000 

destitute families, people with disabilities and the elderly in 

Lagos State, Oyo State and Ogun State in Nigeria. 

Our Programmes and Projects 

ñSince the launch of our Child Feeding Programme (Mobile Kitchen) designed to 

alleviate the suffering caused by hunger and malnutrition fifteen years ago, we have 

provided over 700,000 highly nutritious and life-saving meals to child beggars, street 

children, child scavengers and other needy and vulnerable children; and distributed 

grocery items to over 10,000 destitute families, people with disabilities and the 

elderly in Lagos State, Oyo State and Ogun State in Nigeria.ò 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqteSVirsXM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tn-bP4Sdtek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tn-bP4Sdtek&list=PL9NTAy_xFSJISI-GUooS5OmhyPJgtVSdK
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tn-bP4Sdtek&list=PL9NTAy_xFSJL7iefjVOQaoSXZU3Whz6eQ


At House of Mercy Childrenôs Home, Lagos, Nigeria (HOM), we offer safe and loving family-style homes for chil-

dren who have experienced neglect, abuse and complex trauma in their childhood. 

From humble beginnings we have stayed true to our mission and have helped to protect children (orphaned, aban-

doned, unable to be cared for by their parents, living in squats or on the street, etc.) threatened by abuse, exploitation 

and neglect. 

While some of the 82 children who have passed through our childrenôs home since we opened our doors in March 

2011 have been reconciled with their families, those who have no home or parents to care for them and those who 

cannot be safely reunited with their families remain in our care. 

We understand that no two children are alike and as such, all our solutions are child-centred and completely bespoke 

to the unique needs of each child in our care. 

We provide high-quality care for our children which includes healthy meals and snacks, comfortable sleeping quar-

ters, clothing, books and educational materials, educational and skill training opportunities and recreational activities. 

Caring for children in a home is a complex and professional task so training for our staff is continuous and covers all 

key areas that are pertinent to the role. Training also ensures that staff are committed to safeguarding and promoting 

the welfare of our children. 

In 2021, we welcomed 5 children (3 girls and 2 boys) into our childrenôs home and 4 children were reunited with 

their families through our Family Preservation and Reunification Programme. 

One of the boys we welcomed into our Childrenôs Home when we opened our doors in March 2011 gained admis-

sion to Lagos State University, Department of Education in 2021.  Here is what he had to say: 

If not for House of Mercy Childrenôs Home, Lagos, Nigeria (HOM), I donôt know what situa-

tion or type of life I would be living now. I am very grateful for your help right from the first 

day till now. 

Our children are precious, and every moment spent providing them with the resources and support that prepares them 

for a bright and productive future is invaluable. 

A playlist of School Holiday Events providing a glimpse into our childrenôs home can be viewed on our YouTube 

channel. 

Playlists of our Street Children Programme and Christmas Events for Children including some of our actions of soli-

darity towards impoverished youth, widows and destitute families at Christmas are also available on our YouTube 

channel. 

Childrenõs Home  
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http://www.homchildrenshome.org/family-preservation-and-reunification/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2gIBmj0tjo&list=PL9NTAy_xFSJIYiJFGULOQ1Sd4ksf6dfV_
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qiZEUPT0DDY&list=PL9NTAy_xFSJKCz8kF3Bqh4j8uJ0JUznVm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSMIPMsVAck&list=PL9NTAy_xFSJK9xNNeFBhYZXzt_x4pPQgX
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ñIf not for House of Mercy Childrenôs Home, Lagos, Nigeria (HOM), I 

donôt know what situation or type of life I would be living now. I am very 

grateful for your help right from the first day till now.ò ~ A., HOM ward 

& undergraduate at Lagos State University. 

Child Education Programme 

The number of children who are not enrolled in or who 

are forced to drop out of school because of poverty con-

tinues to rise year-on-year. 

Our strategy of offering education sponsorship to chil-

dren from impoverished families is intended to halt or 

reverse this trend. 

Education Sponsorship Programme: On Childrenôs 

Day - Nigeria, May 27, 2021, we launched an Education 

Sponsorship Programme for children from impover-

ished families in Ogun state. We also distributed food 

items, clothes, shoes and school supplies to over 300 

poor and disadvantaged children. The video of our 

Ogun State Education Sponsorship Programme is avail-

able on our YouTube channel. 

Mother Tongue Education: Based on our experience 

providing mother tongue literacy programmes for un-

schooled child beggars, children from nomadic commu-

-nities and other marginalised children, we recognise that children learn best in their mother tongue. As such, we 

strive to promote mother tongue education as well as the translation of books in the fields of applied sciences, tech-

nology, social sciences, arts and literature into Nigerian languages. 

On International Mother Language Day, February 21, 2020, we launched a video advocating for the right of all Afri-

can children (out-of-school children, children from nomadic communities, children from linguistic, ethnic, or cultural 

minorities, refugees and displaced children, former child soldiers and other marginalised children particularly in the 

rural areas) who have been excluded from educational opportunities to education in their mother tongue. 

The Mother Tongue Education video features a collection of 35 books by African academics and experts advocating 

and presenting guidelines for the use of African languages for the education of Africans and it is available on our 

YouTube channel. 

Digital Literacy: Another issue that deserves attention is the importance of Digital Literacy, an essential 21st centu-

ry skill necessary to participate fully in society. At HOM, we strive to promote digital literacy skills for students 

while stressing the importance of Digital Literacy in Education. A video showing our efforts along those lines was 

published in August 2021 and it is available on our YouTube channel.  

World Teachers' Day: Without teachers, there would be no education. On World Teachers' Day, October 5, 2021, 

we published a video paying tribute to all teachers whose passion and commitment to their profession and their stu-

dents make such a vital contribution to our society. The World Teachers' Day tribute is available on our YouTube 

channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0i8v-sFo3qM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7GtJvC3mDc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7GtJvC3mDc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8kLtqOut9B0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uvEH9D7zPXI


Childrenôs Library: The video of our Childrenôs Library which was launched on International Literacy Day, Sep-

tember 8, 2016, to promote and improve literacy skills of children and young adults is available on our YouTube 

channel. 

Playlists of our Child Education Programme and our Child Beggar Programme are also available on our YouTube 

channel.  
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Child Mental Health 

Many people feel that mental illness is rare, something 

that only happens to people with life situations very dif-

ferent from their own, and that it will never affect them. 

Studies of the epidemiology of mental illness, however, 

indicate that this is far from true.  

Mental illness is not uncommon among children and ad-

olescents. Unfortunately, the social stigma and discrimi-

nation associated with mental illness stops people from 

trying to get the help they need. 

Our strategy at House of Mercy Children's Home Lagos, 

Nigeria (HOM) is to decrease this stigma by educating 

the public that mental illnesses, rather than being charac-

ter flaws or personal weakness, are caused by a variety 

of risk factors including genetics; exposure to toxins, 

lead and tobacco smoke; living in a stressful environ-

ment; living in poverty; and exposure to violence, severe 

parental discord, child abuse and neglect and childhood 

trauma. 

Youth Depression and Suicide: In 2021, we noted with grave concern the continuing increase in the number of de-

pression and even suicides cases among young people. It is a sad commentary that so many of our youth with such 

great potential have come to the point of desperation and cannot find a way out other than to throw away the gift of 

life and end it all.  

Periodic bouts of depression are troubling, deep, dark valleys in the journey of life, but experience and encourage-

ment from fellow travellers show us that this is a normal part of human life. For youth, however, they may not yet 

have had the life experience or may not have found trusted friends or loved ones who might advise them that difficult 

situations do not last forever. 

The nature of mental illness and its attached stigma may make those with a mental health illness feel unable to reach 

out or obtain help. In some cases, they may simply be unaware of available resources or how to get help. Therefore, 

the onus falls on those in a position to intervene. 

In 2020, we published a comprehensive list of resources that can help gain a better understanding of Mental Health 

and Wellness. Our list spans 134 resources in English, French and Portuguese. These resources have been developed 

by African, African-American, Afro-Brazilian, Guyanese, Martiniquan psychiatrists, psychotherapists, psychologists, 

doctors, researchers and writers. These professionals are devoted to addressing issues ranging from general mental 

illnesses and disorders such as ADHD, anxiety, depression, suicide and substance abuse to psychosocial issues such 

as domestic violence, child abuse and Black-on-Black violence. Some of the resources also provide context and shed 

light on the effects of historical trauma and oppression such as slavery, conquest, genocide, colonialism, apartheid 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7bjVFW0Yta8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uvEH9D7zPXI&list=PL9NTAy_xFSJJ-yXJSlAq81UylYXPlo9gk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qiZEUPT0DDY&list=PL9NTAy_xFSJJ0cnpOVd5cUHMKEuE3esXk


and racism to the specific mental health needs of children, youth, women, and families. 

Historical Trauma: An important aspect of mental health which is often overlooked is the devastating effect of his-

torical trauma and the psychological, physical, social and cultural aftermath of slavery, colonialism, apartheid, cul-

tural imperialism and neo-colonialism on people of African descent. 

Even today, generations of African people remember the trauma they suffered from acts of slavery, colonialism and 

apartheid. These have created generations upon generations of African people with a legacy of pain, a lack of self-

worth, a sense of shame and deculturalisation often resulting in family breakdowns, addiction, despair and suicide. 

And sadly, just like victims of abuse often become abusers, people of African descent who have suffered so much 

oppression, violence, subjugation and injustice for centuries, even millennia, at the hands of foreign invaders and 

colonisers often go on to act out and perpetuate the cycle of dysfunction and violence ignited by their oppressors. 

The Mental Health and Wellness Resources video is available on our YouTube channel. 

We encourage you to take a look at these resources and share with those who need them. #OurActionsCount 

A playlist of our Child Health Programme is also available on our YouTube channel. 
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Children with Disabilities  

Children may be born with a disability or develop one as a result of disease, abuse, or an injury as evidenced by the 

number of children who are victims of shootings, bombings, and explosions in conflict affected areas in Nigeria and 

across Africa. 

Increasing awareness of the particular challenges facing children with disabilities remained high on our agenda in 

2021. 

Studies reveal that disabled children are 3.8 times more likely to be neglected or physically abused, 3.1 times more 

likely to be sexually abused and 3.9 times more likely to be emotionally abused. In addition, 31% of disabled chil-

dren suffer abuse compared with 9% of the non-disabled child population. 

ñAn important aspect of mental health which is often overlooked is the devastating 

effect of historical trauma and the psychological, physical, social and cultural 

aftermath of slavery, colonialism, apartheid, cultural imperialism and neo-colonialism 

on people of African descent.ò 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETCV32O8JDc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3rOxgoievA&list=PL9NTAy_xFSJKF5xtZSDi7tllaSC5k4LnM
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In some cultures, children with disabilities are excluded from participating in society since they may be viewed as a 

source of shame, or unworthy of care and protection. 

Clearly, much more needs to be done to protect children with disabilities from harm. Specific child protection and 

welfare requirements need to be included in relevant child protection legislation, policy and plans to protect all chil-

dren, including those with disabilities. This will go a long way to address some of the important challenges that chil-

dren with disabilities face in Nigeria.  

Our video on Disability Awareness features some of our actions of solidarity with children with disabilities and it is 

available on our Video Gallery and on our YouTube Channel. 

We also have an article entitled Children with Disabilities: An Invisible Group in Need of Attention available in Eng-

lish, French and Spanish on our website. 

ñMay your works inspire multitudes to unite and eradicate child suffering.ò  

~ Anonymous Donor, January 4, 2021 

Child Protection  

Every day across the nation and in Africa, children are being physically, emotionally and sexually abused by those 

who are charged with their care and who are duty-bound to protect them. 

We are even more appalled, distressed and disgusted by alarming reports of sexual and physical abuse of children by 

religious and cult leaders under the guise of religion. 

Each and every one of us, needs to take action however small it may seem. We believe that together we can shift the 

paradigm from silence and inaction to prevention, protection, awareness and accountability. 

The exploitation of children and acts of violence committed against them can never be justified and must, always and 

in all situations, be condemned. 

We have published a number of articles in recent years to raise public awareness and highlight steps to protect the 

weakest and the most powerless among us. Some of these articles include: 

�x�� Child Abuse is Everyoneôs Problem, 

�x�� The Little Match Girl and 


